[Childhood thyroid carcinoma: clinical analyses of 22 cases].
Thyroid carcinoma is rarely occurred in children. Clinicopathologic characteristics, therapy and prognosis of childhood thyroid carcinoma patients are different from those of adult patients, and the treatment of this disease is controversial. This study was to explore the clinicopathologic characteristics, diagnosis and therapy of thyroid carcinoma in children. Clinical data of 22 children under the age of 14, diagnosed as thyroid carcinoma between Jan. 1980 and Dec. 2000, were reviewed. According to UICC clinical and histopathologic classification(2002), 19 cases were classified as stageI (2 cases of T1-4N0M0 and 17 cases of T1-4N1M0) and 3 cases as stage II (T1-4N1-4M1). Of the 22 patients, 8 (36.4%) had papillary carcinoma, 8 (36.4%) had follicular carcinoma, 5(22.7%) had mixed papillary-follicular carcinoma, and 1 (4.5%) had medullary carcinoma. All patients had received operation and postoperative thyroxin therapy. Unilateral and bilateral neck dissection had been performed in 12 and 7 patients, respectively; 19 patients had cervical lymph node metastasis. The follow-up period was 6 to 26 years (median, 14.83 years). The 5-and 10-year survival rates were 100% and 95.5%, respectively. Childhood thyroid carcinomas are mostly differentiated carcinomas, with high frequency of cervical lymph node metastases. The optimal treatment for thyroid carcinoma in children may improve the quality of life and decrease the incidence of complications.